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Mortuary RemovalStatus Date/rime NOK unlined NDK notified by:
CORONER ' S BUREAU CALL OUT DET . ROI-MAN
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invi inviNo T pe Name MNI Race 005

s m m m m same “ i f :‑
Summary Narrative ' ‑

The decedent died as a result of a boat fire located at Piatts Harbor, Santa Cruz island, Santa Barbara Ca. The
fire is being investigated by the Unites States Coast Guard. FBI and ATP. The death investigation is being
conducted by the Santa Barbara Coroner's Bureau. The manner death is being certified as an ACCIDENT.
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De'Ce‘dent owner-investigation GUINEY;MAR¢YBETH
Involvement v No a
Decedent ‐ Coroner I n v e s t i g a t i o n 1 , glidividual
Name MNI Race sex DOB Juvenile?

Female . E ' !_ E ‑Helghl Weight HairColor EyeColor

Type __ ~
O p e r a t o r L icense ' '
Type IDND
S o c i a l s e c u r i t y Nmnber . ‑

..IPCode PhoneType PhoneNo

PlaceofBirth chpatlon ' ‘ i ‘ omn Caes
Massachusetts SALES 19‐11451 Yes

Méaida .
ip

USA
PremiseSealed? Property? Vehicle? LegalDocument OtherDocuments7 OtherAgency

No No No No No USCG
0A Officer 0A CaseNo

MortuaryName Oncall? FamilyRequest?
‐ - _
Natureof Illness

Injury Place Injury Dale InjuryTime InjuredAtWork?

lnjuryPremise

Howlnjured
BOAST FIRE
DecadentDriver DecadentPassenger DecadentPedestrian

we
Narrative ' - ~ ,_ .. »- , -- - ..
Zontinuations:_
i/larybeth Guiney is the decedent.

sports to the Coast Guard said there were possibly be 34 subjects trapped below the water line, in the vessel.
ie vessel was identified as the "Conception" and it was in jurisdiction of the Santa Barbara Sheriff‘s Officenear
mta Cruz island, not in Venture Sheriffs Department jurisdiction. The locationwas later found to be300 yards
’shoreof Platts Harbor on Santa Cruz Island. See Santa Barbara County Sheriff‘s Department case number
-11415 for full details.
t. Morriswas notified of the incident bySergeant Valencia. Sergeant Morris requested the response of
tective Henslin, DetectiveBiedinger, and DetectiveCarlson to the Coroner's Bureau to assist in the incident at
>roximately 0525 hours.
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Narrative " _
Detective Baisa was also called
Sheriff's Office.
it was later found the vessel, the "Conception" contained 33passengers and six crew members. Fiveofthe crew
members were rescued, but none of the 33 passengers had been found.

me an asked to respond to Ventura Harbor to act as the liaisonfor the N

During the course of the morning four deceased passengers had been located byCoast Guard personnel. The
Coast Guard transported the decedents to the Santa Barbara Harbor.
At 1150 hours, on 09-02-19, Sgt. Morris, DetectiveHenslinand Detective Biedinger responded to the Santa
Barbara Harbor to retrievedecedents documented as 1through 4.
At 1220 hours, on09-02-19, the decedents were brought t9_Santa Barbara Harbor. Detectivetienslinand
D’te‘e‘ct’rveBrefirnger transportfi'two defident'seach to the Santa Barbara Coroner‘s Bureau, where physical
examinations were later conducted on them.
At that time digital photographs were taken of the decedents along with samples collected for DNA analysis
identificationand for anexpanded toxicology panel. All of the decedents retrievedon09-02-19, were found to
have significant thermal burns to their bodies with limbs missing due to the intensity of the fire. Noneofthe
decedents could be identified by physical characteristics.
At 2030 hours, on 09-02-19, Sgt Morris, Det. Biedinger, Del. Henslin, Det. Carlson, Det. Baisa, Deputy Bruening
and staff from the LosAngeles County Coroner's Office responded to the Santa Barbara Harbor for retrievalof 16
additional bodies recovered from the Conception, documented as decedents 5 through 20.
The decedents were then transported to Coroner's Bureau for examinations, drawing of fluids for toxicology and
DNA analysis, and collection of personal property.
At approximately 2330 hours, on 09-02-19, all the examinations of the decedents were completed and the
decedents were placed in a portable morgue provided by the Los Angeles County Coroner's Office.
On 09-03-19, at 1930 hours, Sgt Morris, Det. Biedinger, Det. Henslin, Det. Carlson, Det. Baisa. Deputy Bruening
and staff from the Los Angeles County Coroner's Office responded to the Santa Barbara Harbor for retrievalof 13
more remains recovered from the Conception, documented as decedents 21 through 33.
The decedents were then all transported to the Santa Barbara Coroner’s Bureau, where physical examinations,
digital photographs, and fluid samples for DNA analysis and toxicology where conducted on each recovered
decedent.
Mlof the decedents recovered on 09-03-19 were placed on portable coroner racks and secured in the Santa
Barbara Coroner's Bureau morgue.
Jn09-09-19. at approximately 1400 hours, Pathologist Dr. Manny Montez, Detective Henslin, DetectiveBaisa,
ind Sgt. Morris, along with representatives from the FBI andATF performed tracheal examinations of the
smaining decedents at the Coroner’s Bureau.
9-10-19, at approximately 1830 hours, Detective Baisa metwith Santa Barbara Sheriff‘s Department Sgt. Nelson,
it the National Park Service, 1901Spinnaker Drive in Ventura, Ca. Sgt. Nelson provided DetectiveBaisawith a
39of suspected human flesh, a backpack and an air vent from the Conception that had suspected humanhair
nbedded in it. The suspected human tissue and other itemswere found in the bow of the Conception.
1eitems later numbered 35 and 36were transported to the Santa Barbara Coroner‘s Bureauwhere digital
lotographs were taken of the suspected human tissue and suspected human hair, which was removed from the
essel air vent.
re suspected human tissue and hairwere later flown to the Sacramento County Coroner's Office in Sacramento,
a., under the care of Sgt. Morris and Deputy Bruening for DNA analysis.
approximately 1330 hours, on 09-11-19, Detective Henslin and Detective Biedinger responded to Santa
rbara Harbor, after Divers from the Los Angeles PoliceDepartment located the remains of a decedent, near the
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location of the Conception fre. he as ngees Police Department collected the remains, With a section of hair,

documented asnumbers 37 and 38.
The decedent and the remains were then transported to the Santa Barbara Coroner's Bureau, where aphysical
examination, digital photographs, and fluid samples for DNA analysis and toxicology where conducted onthe
recovered decedent.

The sample of collected hair was packages and sent along the DNA samples of decedent number 37for DNA
analysis in Sacramento California, under the care of Detective Henslin, who flew to the Sacramento Airport and
provided the samples to Sgt. Morris who was still in Sacramento.
The samples were then taken to the Sacramento COLflty Coroner's Office for DNA anal __si_s. __ _ 7 _. W
Physical evidence:
A series of digital photographs were taken of the decedent at the Coroner's Bureau by Forensic Personnel from
the Santa Barbara Sheriff's Department. The photo card was later downloaded for storage at the Coroner's
Bureau.
identification of decedent:_
The decedent was positively identified by a DNA comparison, with samples submitted by

~ . T h e DNA comparison was conducted via the Sacramento County Coroner's Office.
Examination of decedent:
The decedent was received at the Coroner's Bureau inside two body bags, the inner bag was black incolor and
outer bag blue in color. The decedent's remains consisted of a partial spine and pelvis. Noother body parts
associated with the decedent were located at the time of the incident. The exposed vertebra were white incolor
due to extensive thermal burns.
Post mortem examination:
Due to the severity of the decedent's thermal injuries, along with the circumstances regarding the incident,
regarding the vessel she was on becoming ignited. a post mortem examination was deferred.
Statements:
I made telephone contact with the decedent's sister regarding the incident and the Coroner’s Role in the
investigation into the cause and manner of death for the decedent. I provided her with contact information ,
‘egarding the fire investigation part of the incident. The decedent's sister eventually made funeral arrangements
rvith Friends Mortuary. ‘
Dnce the decedent’s death certificate was completed, I again contacted the decedent's sister to explain the death
:ertificate and answer any questions she had.
iorensic toxicology:
lue to the severity of the burns to the decedent's partial remains toxicology samples could not be obtained.
fonsultations with Forensic Pathologist:
reviewed the circumstance surrounding this death with Dr. Manny Montez. Dr. Montez opined that the decedent
ed as a result of SMOKE INHALATIONdue to BOAT FIRE. E
review of the circumstances of this death:_ ;‘

n 09-02-19. at approximately 0443 hours, 51-year-old, Marybeth Guiney died from smoke inhalation when the _
essel she was on, for a diving expedition, caught fire. 2
i u s e of Death:
was determined that the decedent (Marybeth Guiney) died as a result of the following cause;
llOKE INHALATION (Mins)
|e to:
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BOAT FIRE (Mins)
With other significant conditions:
None
Manner of death:_
The manner of death will be certified by the Officeof the Coroner as:
ACCIDENT
Final Disposition:
The decedent was released to representatives of Friends Mortuary. Any property that was found to berelated the
decedent was turned overto the FBIVictim§mecialist Unit. _ ,, __ _, _ _ ,

Case closed.
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