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Supplement No19-11950 musCoroner Report
Santa Barbara County Sheriff

“n 4434 C a l l e R e a l gg?gg?2019
S a n t a Barbara , CA 93110-1002
ReportType
CORONER

Officer
BIEDINGER, C

( 8 0 5 ) 6 8 1 - 4 1 0 0

Administrative Information - , > ., . .
Agenw Report No Supplement No ReportedDate Reported11me stains
S a n t a B a r b a r a C o u n t y S h e r i f f 19-11950 09/02/2019 03:32

Location
P I AT T S HARBOR SANTA CRUZ ISLAND
Area Beat FromDate FromTlme

10 09/02/2019 03:32
Officer Assignment Entered by Assignment
3144/BIEDINGER,C CORONER BUREAU 3144 CORONER BUREAU
RMS Transfer ReportTitle Approving Officer Approval Date

C o r o n e r R e p o r t 3768 01/30/2020
Approval Tlme

Report Type
C o r o n e r ' s i n v e s t i g a t i o n
City Rep Dlst
S a n t a B a r b a r a C i t y 1 0 1

1 2 z 4 1 : 5 4
Cause of death (COR only) Due to (COR only) Manner of death (COR only) Dale/Tlme of dealh pronounced
SMOKE INHALATION B O AT F I R E A c c i d e n t 09‐02-19/ 0443
Dale/Tlme body found Delen'nlnedby (COR only) Dr. will sign Hospllallzallon
09‐011-19/ unknown h o u r s I n v e s t i g a t i o n N

Removal status Dale/Tlme NOK notifiedMortuary
B e n i t o a n d A z z a r o P a c i fi c F a m i l y r e q u e s t
NOK notified by: NOK notified via NOK relation to decedent
S h e r i f f B r o w n Te l e p h o n S  t e p f a t h e r
Person'Summary'f’ , " , ._ , . _
lnvt law No Type Name NI DOB

” E ,
veSummary Narr

On 09-02-19, at approximately 0443 hours, 16-year-old. Berenice Felipe died from smoke inhalation when the
vessel she was on, for a diving expedition, caught fire.

09-11‐19/ 2100 h o u r s

non Officer FrlntedAl
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Coroner Report 19-11950 3???”"°
Santa Barbara Count Sheriff
Decedent -Coroner investigation11: FELIPE,BERENiCE
involvement
Decedent - C o r o n e r I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Name
FELIPE,BERENICE

0Ls
C a l i f o r n i a

R808
H ispan ic /Mex ican /La t in

Phone Type

Citizenship ‘ ' Placed rlh “ chpauan NOK Nullfied?
U S C I T I Z E N C a l i f o r n i a STUDENT Ye s
NOK Name Mortuary Name Family Requesl’)
ALVAREZ , YADIRA ' , . _' ~ Ye s
injury Place Injury 03 - injured Al Work?
BOAT 09/02/2019 No 5
injury Premise I
PLATTS HARBOR SANTA CRUZ I S L A N D SANTA BARBARA, CA 95060 ( 3 4 . 02858 N
1 1 9 . 4 4 1 72 W)
How injured
DECEDENT D I E D FROM SMOKE INHALATION DURING A BOAT F I R E .

:ontinuations :
ierenice Felipe is the decedent.m
larrative:
in 09-02-19, at approximately 0516 hours, the Santa Barbara Sheriff's Office was notified by the Ventura Fire
apartment of a vessel on fire in the Channel islands off the coast of Santa Barbara County. The Coast Guard
:sponded along with Ventura Fire Department and Santa Barbara County Fire Department. Upon arrival atthe
:ene the vessel was found to be fully inguifed in fire. The call had originally came into the Coast Guard at0332
>urs, on 09-02-19.
sports to the Coast Guard said there were possibly be 34 subjects trapped below the water line, in the vessel,

|e vessel was identified as the "Conception" and it was in jurisdiction of the Santa Barbara Sheriff's Office near
lnta Cruz island, not in Ventura Sheriff‘s Department jurisdiction. The location was later found to be300 yards
"shore of Platts Harbor on Santa Cruz island. See Santa Barbara County Sheriff‘s Department case number
-11415 for full details.
t. Morris was notified of the incident by Sergeant Valencia. Sergeant Morris requested the response of
tective Henslin, Detective Biedinger, and Detective Carlson to the Coroner's Bureau to assist in the incident at
oroximateiy 0525 hours.
tective Baisa was also called at that time and asked to respond to Ventura Harbor to act as the liaison for the

A
an Officer PrintedAl
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Coroner Report 1941950 3???”
Santa Barbara Count Sherif
Sheriff's Office.
it was later found the vessel, the "Conception" contained 33 passengers and six crew members. Fiveofthe crew
members were rescued, but none of the 33passengers had been found.
During the course of the morning four deceased passengers were located byCoast Guard personnel. The Coast
Guard transported the decedents to the Santa Barbara Harbor.
At 1150hours, on 09-02-19, Sgt. Morris, Detective Henslin and Detective Biedinger responded to the Santa
Barbara Harbor to retrieve decedents documented as 1through 4.
At 1220hours, on 09-02-19, the decedents were brought to Santa Barbara Harbor. DetectiveHenslinand
Detective Biedinger transported two decedent's each to the Santa Barbara Coroner's Bureau, where physical
examinations were later conducted on them.
At that time digital photographs were taken of the decedents along with samples collected for DNA analysis
identification and for anexpanded toxicology panel. All of the decedents retrieved on09-02-19, were found to
have significant thermal burns to their bodies with limbs missing due to the intensity of the fire. Noneofthe
decedents could beidentified byphysical characteristics.
At 2030 hours, on 09-02-19, Sgt Morris, Det. Biedinger, Det. Henslin, Det. Carlson, Det. Baisa, DeputyBruening
and staff from the Los Angeles County Coroner's Office responded to the Santa Barbara Harbor for retrieval of 16
additional bodies recovered from the Conception, documented as decedents 5 through 20.
The decedents were then transported to Coroner's Bureau for examinations, drawing of fluids for toxicology and
DNA analysis, and collection of personal property.
At approximately 2330 hours, on 09‐02-19, all the examinations of the decedents were completed and the
decedents were placed in a portable morgue provided by the Los Angeles County Coroner's Office.
On 09‐03-19, at 0730 hours, Sgt Morris, Det. Biedinger, Det. Henslin, Det, Carlson, Det. Baisa, Deputy Bruening
and staff from the Los Angeles County Coroner’s Office responded to the Santa Barbara Harbor for retrieval of 13 ,
more remains recovered from the Conception, documented as decedents 21 through 33. y:
The decedents were then all transported to the Santa Barbara Coroner's Bureau, where physical examinations, I,
tigital photographs, and fluid samples for DNA analysis and toxicology where conducted on each recovered i
tecedent. :
i i i of the decedents recovered on09-03-19 were placed onportable coroner racks and secured in the Santa
iarbara Coroner's Bureaumorgue.
)n 09-09-19, at approximately 1400 hours, Pathologist Dr. Manny Montez, Detective Henslin, DetectiveBaisa, ;
nd Sgt. Morris, along with representatives from the FBI and ATF performed tracheal examinations of the f
emaining decedents at the Coroner's Bureau.
tapproximately 1330 hours, on09‐11-19, Detective Henslin and Detective Biedinger responded toSanta
arbara Harbor, after Divers from the LosAngeles Police Department located the remains of the decedent, near
e location of the Conception fire. The Los Angeles Police Department collected the remains, with asection of ‘
Iil’, documented as numbers 37and 38. l: i
le decedent and the remains were then transported to the Santa Barbara Coroner’s Bureau, where aphysical
amination, digital photographs, and fluid samples for DNA analysis and toxicology where conducted onthe
zovered decedent.
e sample of collected hair was package and sent along the DNA samples of the decednent for DNAanalysis in
cramento California, at the Sacramento County Coroner's Office.
ysical evidence:
eries of digital photographs were taken of the decedent at the Coroner’s Bureau by Forensic Personnel from
Santa Barbara Sheriff‘s Department. The photo card was later downloaded for storage at the Coroner's
anOfficer PrintedAl
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Coroner Report 19-11950 3???“”°
Santa Barbara Count Sheriff
Bureau.
identification of decedent: .
The decedent was positively identified by a DNA comparison, with samples submitted by the decedent's mother,
Yadira Alvarez. The DNA comparison was conducted via the Sacramento County Coroner's Office.
Physical evidence:
A series of digital photographs were taken of the decedent at the Coroner‘s Bureau by Forensic Personnel from
the Santa Barbara Sheriff's Department. The photo card was later downloaded for storage at the Coroners
Bureau.
Examination of decedent:
On 09-11-19, at 1425 hours, an examination of the decedent was conducted at the Coroner's Bureauafter the
decedent was transported from the Santa Barbara Harbor. The decedent was received supine and clothed ina
pair of black in color underwear. A tag with her assigned case numberwas attached to the body bag.
The decedent well-developed female who was in a stage of decomposition due to submersion in water.
Most of the flesh on her head was gone, along with jaw, leaving only the top of her skull still attached to her spinal
cord. A small section of skin was still attached to the sides and back of her head. A minor amount of black in
color hair was still attached to the remain skin. Multiple teeth were missing from her upper jaw.
His chest was symmetrical and gelatinous appearing with skin slippage and ribs from her ribcage visible.
Seaweed was around her mid-abdomen and down, wrapping around, her right thigh. The decedent's abdomen
appeared slightly extended, with skin sloughing on both sides of her lower abdomen.
A pair of black in color underwear were covering her pubic area. Both of the decedent’s legs were intact,with skin
slippage and sloughing from her pubis down to her feet. Bones and muscle tissue in both her legs and feet were
visible from the sloughing of skin,
The decedent's right arm was missing at her shoulder, but her left arm was still attached to her torso. The
sloughing of the skin on her left arm was very severe with the bones of her arm and tendons visible, from her
armpit to herwrist. Skin was still attached to the top and palm of her hand,
Asthe decedent was moved from her back to a prone position, her upper torso began to deteriorate, with ribs
"rom her ribcage coming from, along with her left shoulder blade.
"he skin on her back was also sloughing and gelatinous like on the front of her torso.
leither postmortem lividity or rigor mortis could not be detected due to her condition. She did not have any
isible or detectable tattoos.
$amples of bodily fluids were obtained from the decedent to include five containers of spleen tissue.
wo tubes of spleen tissue were submitted to Alere Forensics for toxicology analysis. The remaining tissue
amples were refrigerated at the Coroner’s Bureau pending a need for toxicology analysis.
dditionally, the decedent’s heart, a portion of her left femur, and a portion of her left thigh muscle were collected
3mDNA analysis.
at mortem examination:
ie to the severity of the decedent's obvious traumatic injuries, along with the circumstances regarding the
zident, regarding the vessel she was on becoming ignited, a postmortem examination was deferred.
atements:
109-11-19, at approximately 2100 hours, Sheriff Brown contacted the decedent’s family, notifying them the
cedent had been positively identified via DNA, after she was located near the incident on 09-11-19.
1000 hours, o n09-12-19, Icalled the phone number provided for the d e c e d e n t ’ s * She

er to call me back at the Coroner‘s Bureau.not answer, so I left a message for h
on Officer A PrintedAl
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Coroner Report 1941950 352mm
Santa Barbara Count Sheriff
Narrative .
Later in the day, on 09‐12‐19, Iwas able to obtain the decedent’ , -,_ , _,_-hone number.
called his number and it rang until it went to voicemail, but the voicemail option was full and l was unable to leave
a message.
At 0945 hours on 09-13‐19, I received a telephone call from- r t htold mehewas returningmyearlier
call to hi Healso told meSheriff Brown informed him l had been trying to contact him.
Peterson apologized for not calling sooner, telling me hean-verestill grieving. They were having a
difficult time dealing with the decedent's death.
I explained to Peterson the decedent could be released to a mortuary of his a n n h o i c e , but he
r e s p o n d e d - w a n t e d t ocome t othe Santa Barbara Coroner's Bureau and personally talk with about what
they needed to do.
Forensic toxicology:
On 09-17-19, a toxicology report was received from Alere Forensics regarding the decedent's carbon monoxide
saturation. The report indicated the following:
Carbon monoxide > 10%
On 09‐18-19, a toxicology report was received from Alere Forensics regarding the decedent’s cyanide saturation.
The report indicated the following:
Cyanide None detected
On 09-28-19, a toxicology report was received from Alere Forensics regarding the decedent. The report indicated
the following:
Ethanol 0.04 grams % I'
On 09‐28-19, an additional report was received from Alere Forensics regarding tissue preparation.
Copies of these reports was reviewed with Dr. Manny Montez and found to be contributive to the decedent's
:leath.
Sonsultations with Forensic Pathologist:
reviewed the circumstance surrounding this death with Dr. Manny Montez. Dr. Montez opined that the decedent
lied as a result of smoke inhalation due to a boat fire based on the circumstances of the decedent's death, along
vith toxicology results.
1review of the circumstances of this death: 1
)n 09-02-19, at approximately 0443 hours, 16-year-old, Berenice Felipe died from smoke inhalationwhen the i
essel she was on, for a diving expedition, caught fire.
ause of Death:
was determined that the decedent (FELIPE) died as a result of the following cause;
MOKE lNHALATlON (Minutes)
ueto: ,
DAT FIRE (Minutes) i
i n n e r of death:_
remanner of death will be certified by the Office of the Coroner asACCIDENTAL.
1_al Disposition:
e decedent was released to representatives of Benito and Azzaro PacificGardens Chapel in Santa Cruz, Ca.
property or medicationwas collected.

anOfficer A PrintedAl
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Supplement No19-11950 0001
Santa Barbara County Sheriff

ReportedDale4434 C a l l e R e a l 09/17/2019
Sa n t a Ba rba r a , CA 93110‐1002
ReportType
FORENSICS

Officer
AVALOS,T

( 8 0 5 ) 681-4100

Administrative Information
Supplement No ReportedDate ReportedTime statusAgency

S a n t a B a r b a r a C o u n t y s h e r i f f 09/17/2019 I n c i d e n t
Report Type Locallon

PLATTS HARBOR SANTA CRUZ ISLANDF o r e n s i c s BOC
City Rep Dist Area Beat FromDate FromTime
San ta 'Ba rba ra C i t y 1 0 1 1 10 09/02/2019 03:32
officer Assignment Enteredby Assignment RMSTransfer

4688 iFORENSICS Pending4688/AVALOS,T FORENSICS
Approving Officer Approval Date Approval Time
2901 09/23/2019 10:00:43
Summary Narrative
This report contains information in reference to the Coroners request for Forensics assistance in photo
documenting the bodies recovered from the Conceition Boat Fire Incident.

E-FILE ATTACHMENTS: _
None
NARRATIVE:
OnWednesday, 09/11/19 at 1200 hours, Forensics Supervisor Nancy Fabela advised methat my assistance was I:
needed at the Coroner's Office with photo documentation of an item that was recovered from the Santa Cruz
Island Incident.
At 1400 hours, I arrived at the Coroner's Office and met u
Montes.
PHOTO DOCUMENTATION (Body #:<i7l female):
OnWednesday, 09/11/19, at 1425 hours, I began overall photo documentation on a body bag labeled#37. Its
contents were that of a female body. Upon opening the body bag we found a decomposing female body. She was
wearing only a pair of black undemrear and no other clothing was present, No tattoos or scars were noted. A
tracheal exam was performed by Dr. Montez and photographs were taken of the exam.

p with Detective Biedinger, Detective Henslin and Dr.

Photo documentation was completed at 1458 hours.
All digital photos were later uploaded into the South County Forensics digital imaging computer under case #
19-11950 for future reference. ;
~END OF REPORT~

{sport omoer PrintedAt
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ALERE FORENSICSAT REDWOODTOXICOLOGY LABORATORY

3650 Westwind Blvd. Santa Rosa,CA95403mereN§{}{Qnglfi. Phone 866-584-0887 FAX707-703-1319

\
Agency # 19-11950 FORENSIC LABORATORYREPORT AFMots-003355

To: Brice Bruening

Santa Barbara County Sheriff-Coroner

Sample Collection Date: September 11, 2019
Decadent: Berenice Felipe

The following evidence was submitted to the Laboratory by a representative of the Santa Barbara County
Sheriff-Coroner on9/12/2019 via FedEx:
Submission 01: One tape sealed and initiated screw top metal canister containing a second screw top metal
canister containing two tubes of spleen tissue with paperwork marked in part "#37 Doe Jane". The name
"Felipe, Berenice"was supplied on 9-13-19.

ltem# 01-A: One purple top tube with approximately 2 grams of spleen collected at 1450 hours.
ltem# 01-B: One purple top tube with approximately 2 grams of spleen collected at 1450 hours.

Service Reguest:

F1048X - Misc. Chemicals (Qualitative) - other

Confirmation/Screen Results

Analyte Name Concentration Method Sample Type

Cyanide Not Detected Color Screen Spleen

Page 1of 2



2019-003355-0003

MN Forensics

Respectfully,

twice”
Laureen J. Marinetti, Ph.D.,F-ABFT
Laboratory Director

Date of Report: September 15, 2019

Alere Forensicsat RedwoodToxicology is accreditedby The American Boardof Forensic Toxicology (ABFT) andis
recognizedby the State of California as a Title 17ForensicAlcohol Laboratory.

All samples, including the sample packaging, will be retained at the laboratory for one year after the date of report. After
one year, the samples and packagingwill be destroyed unless the client requests that the samples be returned or an
alternate retention policy has been set upwith the laboratory. The laboratory cannot ship controlled substances.

Comments
The limit of detection for the cyanide color screen is 0.5 meg/g.
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ALERE FORENSICSAT REDWOODTOXICOLOGYLABORATORY

3650Westwlnd Blvd. Santa Rosa,CA95403NewN¥0£8nQiCs Phone 866-584-0887 FAX707-703-1319

Agency # 19-11950 FORENS'C LABORATORYREPORT AF#2019-003355

To: Brice Bruening

Santa Barbara County Sheriff-Coroner

Sample Collection Date: September 11, 2019
Decedent: Berenice Felipe

The following evidence was submitted to the Laboratory by a representative of the Santa Barbara County
Sheriff-Coroner on9/12/2019 via FedEx:
Submission 01: One tape sealed and initialed screw to
canister containing two tubes of spleen tissue with pap
"Felipe, Berenice"was supplied on 9-13-19.

ltem# 01-A: One purple top tube with approximately 2 grams of spleen collected at 1450hours.

p metal canister containing a second screw top metal
erwork marked in part "#37 DoeJane". The name

ltem# O1-B: One purple top tube with approximately 2 grams of spleen collected at 1450 hours.
Service Reguest:

F9013F- Tissue Prep

Confirmation/Screen Results

Analyte Name Concentration Method Sample Type

Spleen
Tissue Preparation

Page 1of 2



2019-003355-0004

Mm tieremics

Respectfully,

mailm“
Laureen J. Marinetti, Ph.D.,F-ABFT
Laboratory Director

Date of Report: September 28, 2019

Alere Forensicsat RedwoodToxicology is accreditedby TheAmerican Boardof Forensic Toxicology (ABFT)andis
recognizedby the State of California as a Title 17ForensicAlcoholLaboratory

All samples. including the sample packaging, will be retained at the laboratory for one year after the date of report. After
one year, the samples and packagingwill be destroyed unless the client requests that the samples be returned or an
alternate retention policy has been set upwith the laboratory. The laboratory cannot ship controlled substances.

Comments
None

Page2 of 2



ALERE FORENSICSAT REDWOODTOXICOLOGYLABORATORY

3650 Westwind Blvd. Santa Rosa,CA95403Alere Mnyanii ' ifiS Phone 866-584-0887 FAX707-703-1319

\
Agency #19-11950 FORENS'C LABORATORYREPORT AFnow-003355

To: Brice Bruening

Santa Barbara County Sheriff-Coroner

Sample Collection Date: September 11, 2019

Decedent: Berenice Felipe

The following evidence was submitted to the Laboratory by a representative of the Santa Barbara County
Sheriff-Coroner on9/12/2019 via FedEx:
Submission 01: One tape sealed and initialed screw top metal canister containing a second screw top metal
canister containing two tubes of spleen tissue with paperwork marked in part "#37 Doe Jane". The name
"Felipe, Berenice“ was supplied on 9-13-19.

Item# 01-A: One purple top tube with approximately 2 grams of spleen collected at 1450 hours.

Item# 01-B: One purple top tube with approximately 2 grams of spleen collected at 1450 hours.

Service Reguest:

FP222X - ExpandedPnl (Confirm) - Other

Confirmation/Screen Results

Sample TypeAnalyte Name Concentration Method
MM
Ethanol 0.04 grams % GC-Headspace Spleen
Acetone. IPA and MeOH Not Detected GC-Headspace Spleen

LC-MS-MS SpleenBasic DrugScreen None Detected

Page i of 2



2019-003355-0001

MN fiofensics

Respectfully,

did“... MUN
LaureenJ. Marinetti, Ph.D.,F-ABFT
Laboratory Director

Date of Report: September 28, 2019

Alere Forensicsat RedwoodToxicology is accreditedby TheAmerican Boardof Forensic Toxicology (ABFT) andis
recognizedby the State of California as a Title 17ForensicAlcohol Laboratory.

All samples, including the sample packaging, will be retained at the laboratory for one year after the date of report. After
one year. the samples and packagingwill be destroyed unless the client requests that the samples be returnedor an
alternate retention policy has been set upwith the laboratory. The laboratory cannot ship controlled substances.

Comments
lPA - isopropanol, MeOH- methanol
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> 10 %
Unsuitab/e



”wrangled,

espectfuliy,

dl '"
-aureen J. Marinetti,Ph.D..F-ABFT
_aboratory Director

Date of Report: September 17.2019

Alere Forensicsat RedwoodToxicology is accreditedby The American Boardof Forensic Toxicology (ABFT) and is
recognizedby the State of California as a Title 17ForensicAlcohol Laboratory.

retained at the laboratory for one year after the date of report. Af tersts that the samples bereturnedor an
including the sample packaging.will be t ship controlled substances.les and packagingwill bedestroyed unless the client reque

iicy has been set up with the laboratory. The laboratory canno
All samples,
one year. the samp
alternate retention po

Comments
None


