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Ex-owner has theory on boat fire’s cause

[Boat fire, from A1]
Hansen said in an interview
Wednesdsy.

cause of the fire,
whlch killed 34 people, is
now the subject of an inten-
sive investigation by the Na-
tional Transportation Safe-
ty Board, the U.S. Coast
Guardand otherfederal and
county agencies. Investiga-
tors are trying to determine
where and how it started.

The concern about the
charging station in the gal-
ley is one possibility.

Roy Hauser, who de-
signed the Conception and
commissioned its construe-
tionin 1981, suggested anoth-
er. He said he thinks, based
in part on footage he viewed
of the wood-hulled boat be-
ing ravaged by fire, that the
blaze started in the bunk
area and spread so rapidly
that the 34 people there
could not get out.

“Thishad to have been, in
my estimation, one of those
lithium  battery chargers.”
Hauser told The Times.

“This happened in the belly
ofthe boat. Those people did.
not have a chance to get out: RagcTv
From stem to stern, that THE SEARCH AREA where divers were looking through the sunken wreckage of the Conception is outlined in a television news video.
‘The Conception was one Boat fires often start from automobiles to hover- said. “There are fewercom-
of three dive boats operated  “T'hjs had to have in engine compartments, boards. They also power bustibles out there and Gadness grips
out of Santa Barbara Har- . where fuel ignition sources s i maore equid-  }ovbhor communi
borbyTruth AquatiesIne.a  Deen, in my can combine. Other such phones and camera equip- ment.” 0 ity
long-established operation i f fires have been traced to ment, that can be carried D alongtime The ingly deadly
founded by Hauser in 1974 CSTIMALION, ONE Of  ejectrical sources, such as  aboardboats. diverwho'sbeen onthe Con-  fire on the Conception
and now owned by Glen thogse lithium wiring harnesses or batter-  “Lithium cells and bat- ception roughly 100 times, has left many in Santa
Fritzler. ies, or to external causes teries offer many advan- said therewasamaincharg- Barbara grieving.
The diesel-powered boat  battery chargers.  such as fires in marinas or tages compared to other ing station in the galley. A  CALIFORNIA, Bi
had three decks; the wheel- .t di storage facilities. power sources,” U.S. Navy ~numberof ACpoweroutlets —
‘house on top, the main dive 1S happened n Hauser said the rapid guidelines state. "Hawever, the power strips one
deck in the middle and the  the belly of the spread of fire caused by a theyare high-energy devices might have at home — are  signer, said that there were
bunkroomon the bottom. : lithium battery could ex-  and shallbeconsidered haz-  available for charging cell-  electrical outlets in the bunk
The sleepingareahad20  boat. why noone got out. ardousat all times. * phones,  batteries for room, where he fears the
single buniss and 13 doubles, ‘The Federal AviationAd-  Mike Strong, a Phoenix-  strobes,underwaterlighting  blaze started and spread
some stacked three high, re- — ROYHAUSER, ministration prohibits air- area PADI master dive in- and laptops. The main rapidly.
cords show. When fire con- founder of Truth Aquatics  line passengers from stow-  structor, said, “We'veallseen charging station would be Long since retired,
sumed the boat, the bunks ing devlces mntammg lith-  these batteries go,” alluding  “directlyabovethe bunkbed  Hauser, 75, said he had not
were occupied by 33 passen- ium batteries — such as  to reports of cellphones, e- areas,” he said. yet spoken with Fritzler, his
gors and ono crewmamber,  should not. have been im-  thosein cellphones, laptops clgarettes and lithium car _Thereare conflicting ac-  Tormer partrer and Truth
For those in the bunk peded by flames — if they and cameras — in checked whetherpower Aquatics’ current owner,
room, there were two exits,  bad been able to get fo the  luggage unless they are  “They're a major safety outletswere availablem the  and nas no Mmside informa.
Atthebowendoftheroom,a escape hatchfromthebunk turned off and protected issue,” he said, noting that sleeping quarters. Sheckler tion on the fire. But even
staircase led up to the galley  room. from damage. As of Aug. 1, he charges his batteriesina said he thought there were though he has been out of
he stern, an  “When you come out of the FAA had recorded 265 fireproof container. some there, and some inthe the business for years,
escape hatch located above  the escape hatch you look air or airport incidents in-  And yet, on some boats, restroom area. But he re- Hausersaid, heisdistraught
one of the bunks led to &  straight out o the main volving lithium batteries in people have their camera calls the galley area as the by the Labor Day catastro-
mess area next to the galley  deck — you're within 3 or 4  cargo or baggage. and dive it charg- pheonthe Conception.
—andjustafewfeetfromthe feetofthemaindeck.Allyjou  TheU.S.Navyandothers ingatoutlefsinbunkrooms,  “You can plug in  ‘I'mdevastated,” Hauser
large, open main deck. have to doislurch forward,” in the dive industry also in the galley orin the salon, overnight,” he said. “Some-  said. “My God, wedid this so
Officials said Tuesday Hauser said. ‘I don't think have expressed concerns hesaid. times witha lot of peopleon  peoplecouldgo outand have
that both exits from the those people ever had a about lithium batteries,  “Mostdive boatsnowre- board, thered be competi- funand dive—not die. Espe-
bunis area were blocked by  chance to get out of their which in various sizes are quireyoutochargethemex- tionforspace.” cially in that magnitude. It's
fire. Hauser said passengers  bunks.” used to power everything ternallyonthedeck,”Strong Hauser, the boat's de- unbelievable.”
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